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context; that context is culture. Learning
is not all of culture. There aré many
meaning-making activities in culture
pesides learning. But learning is important.
Learning is important because it allows
entrance into economic activity; it enables
participation in many spheres of life.

Opening the doors of learning is
also important so that learning can be
debated, contested, transformed.

What has all this got to do with
iCommons licences? Not much if you
think that the Creative Commons is simply
a set of licences which enables a supply-
side solution to @ resource problem. That
pegs the question: is the Commons only a
cheap alternative tO overpriced, all-rights-
reserved content?

It is true that the cultural Commons
ijs a more economically efficient means
of producing and distributing jimportant
educational content, but that is not all it
is. To open the doors to learning is not
just to make information available more
freely; it is 1O change what learning means
<o that it becomes & more democratic
process, & conversation, where learners
|earn from one another, where they learn
from themselves

Since the beginnings of Modernism,
production of most formal educational
content has taken place through an
|ndustrial Revolution-type process. A
prototype is produced by an expert”,
and this is then fixed: there is NO arguing
with, no debating no re-working of the
content. Instead, multiple copies are made
in a fixed format, whether itis a book,

a sound recording (@ CD) or video. This
system is & product of technology, and
the economic model of production is
intended to ensuré that cultural products,

an be commod'\tised in
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s, although open acecess
repositories are important. |£.is'more
than open access journals, although open
e important. |t is more
t under Creative

access repositorie
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thanlicensing conten

Commons licences. Open education is

a value-laden process, a practise of the
community production of knowledge-
Open education represents what some
(the best) educators have always tried
to do: to inspire people to pe their best,
share their knowledge, learn from each
other, discover their own talents and
abilities and knowledge — to become

creators of knowledge. One way in which

open education can be realised is through

the policies and practices which result in
the licensing of content under Creative

Commons — and where appropriate other

open licences = and the remixing of that

content in education.

The use of Commons works in learning
has a number of advantages. The first is that
it is more economically efficient; the second
is that it is moré appropriate for education
for a democracy; and the third is that it
enables better teaching and learning.

The economic efficiency is evident in
cost-effectiveness, reduction of risk, and
indirect effect. There is N0 such thing
as a free lunch. It is true that generally

ay for the creation

someone has to P
t In the formal

of educational conten
education sector someone already pays

for the production and distribution of
content. Educational content is usually
paid for either directly by an institution
such as an education department, OF by
consumers, whose choicé of that work
over another has often been constrained
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particular problem for educational
institutions which, because of the
difficulties of changing curricula in an
environment where they lack control of
educational materials content, become
reliant on particu\ar works.

However, when Commons-based
peer production takes place, the
economic cost necessary for creation of
content is partially met by innumerable
small charitable contributions which
cumulatively through Commons—based
peer production can constitute works that
rival conventiona\\y—produced works. As
a result, the systemic risk (and the cost
of a work) is borne in alarge part not by
the publisher put by the institution or its
captive consumers. It therefore makes
sense for the institutional purchaser
of educational content to acquire the
copyright itself and release the work
under an open licence, or at least to
ensure that the work is available under
an open licence.

Commons—based peer production
has an additional advantage in that
it canintegrate large and micro-
contributions made by a variety of actors,
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